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I have the honor to represent a rural Senate district in Minnesota. As an elected official, my 
constituents have been vocal about their demand for more options to advancing technology. Currently, 
WI: have three facilities-based telecommunications providers and many wireless voice and data 
providers operating in my distnct. These companies partner with Qwest Communications to meet the 
needs of our rural consumers. 

AlpproVal of Qwest’s 271 application will have a direct impact on economic development in the 
cc’mmunities I represent. There are many companies in my district who rely heavily on access to the 
internet. However, these high speed lines are often extremely expensive. With competition for these 
lines, the price should be reduced, making more resources available for capital expansion and jobs for 
my constituents. 

I believe in the leadership at Qwest. I believe long distance customers have suffered from Qwest 
divesting itself from the long distance market. I urge you to support Qwest’s application for entrance 
into Minnesota’s long distance market. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Dean Elton Johnson 
Siiate Senator, District 13 
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